CdiforniaMedica Association
Resolution 115-00, Preventing Human Mercury Exposure

Contact: Dr. Robert M. Gould, rmgould1@yahoo.com

Relevant Excerpt
Whole Text

Relevant Excerpt

RESOLVED: That the CdiforniaMedica Association encourages the reduced use of
mercury-containing products by urging medical product suppliers to continue to develop, produce, and
bring to market appropriate, cost-competitive, environmentaly protective, and effective mercury-free
replacements; and, be it further

RESOLVED: That the CMA cadls upon hedlth care professonas to encourage the indtitutions with
which they are associated to adopt policies that will lead toward the eventuad dimination of mercury
containing products where feasible, effective dternatives are available, and to promptly diminate
mercury from the waste-stream fed into incinerators.
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Whereas, mercury is acomponent of consumer and medica products which, when discarded, become
afud for waste incinerators, ultimately accounting for approximately 30% of the 158 tons of
human-generated mercury emissions released to the air annudly inthe U.S;; [1] and,

Wheress, it is understood that when inorganic mercury is released into the environment, microbia
biotransformation produces methylmercury, especialy in aquatic environments, and thet this organic
compound accumulates as one moves up the food chain; [2] and,

Whereas methylmercury is known to adversdly affect the nervous and reproductive systems of humans,
with particular danger posed to the developing brain, manifested by neuro-developmenta deficits such
as cerebral pasy and mentd retardation, as well as developmenta delays such as delayed waking and
speech, and other disabilities that may be latent in infancy, and which may appear only later in
childhood; [3] and,



Whereas, avoiding incineration of mercury-containing wastes and adopting mercury-free product
dternativesis fundamenta to a primary prevention approach that reduces human and wildlife exposure
to mercury; and,

Wheress, it is known that appropriate dternative mercury-free products are currently available for
many mercury-containing consumer and hedlthcare products; [4] and,

Wheress, the American Hospita Association has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the
EPA to phase out mercury-contaminated waste in hospitds by the year 2005, while highly-effective
programs for the virtua dimination of mercury from hospital waste through use of mercury-free
dternative products have been initiated in the U.S;; [5] therefore be it

RESOLVED: That the CdiforniaMedica Association encourages the reduced use of
mercury-containing products by urging medical product suppliers to continue to develop, produce, and
bring to market appropriate, cost-competitive, environmentaly protective, and effective mercury-free
replacements; and, be it further

RESOLVED: That the CMA cdls upon hedlth care professonas to encourage the ingtitutions with
which they are associated to adopt policies that will lead toward the eventuad dimination of mercury
containing products where feasible, effective dternatives are available, and to promptly diminate
mercury from the waste-stream fed into incinerators.
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